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Costas open ﬁle to the Anﬁ Group to
revoke the granting of Taurus
State legal services study cancel the permission given to the company to exploit the
beach
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27/11/2016 | 00:53

Members | Gran

Canaria

Exclusive content for digital subscribers

The Directorate General of Coasts has opened a ﬁle
to Anﬁ Group to revoke the beach concession
Taurus for irregularities found in the
implementation of the project. The start of work to
regenerate that part of the coast of Mogan, with
the placement of 70,000 ton of sand brought from
the Sahara, is being investigated by the Court of
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Instruction No. 3 San Bartolome de Tirajana in
southern Gran Canaria.

Costas open ﬁle to the Anﬁ Group to revoke the granting of
Taurus

Abnormalities led to the end of July the dismissal
of Jose Maria Hernandez, former head of the
Coastal Canaries, against which has sued the
Ofﬁce of Environment and Planning of Las Palmas
on charges of breach of trust and forgery of
documents. The complaint has been declared
admissible by the Court of Instruction No. 3 of San
Bartolome de Tirajana, which has been cited as two
senior experts from Madrid and the civil engineer
who warned his superiors of the irregularities
found.
Both Lopez-Sanvicente engineer and assistant
director of the Maritime Terrestrial Public Domain,
Solernou Josefa Sanz, and the general director of
Sustainability of the Coast and the Sea, Raquel
Orts, appeared on Friday last week before the
investigating judge. The three were ratiﬁed in the
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reports that the Ofﬁce of Las Palmas is founded to
promote the indictment against José María
Hernández. These opinions have triggered the opening of two ﬁles: one of sanctioning kind against the
former head of the Coastal Canary Islands, which is promoted by his successor, Rafael Lopez, and
another by the expiration of the permission given to Anﬁ by breaching the conditions set in the
concession. In the latter case, the Directorate General of Coast and Sea entrusted to legal services of
the State to revoke administrative authorization, explained the expert witnesses during judicial
interrogation. The other case has been ﬁled to retire Hernandez.
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The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment, which depends Costas, authorized the October 1,
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2015 to Anﬁ Group occupying 11,200 square meters of maritime public domain land to regenerate the
beach Taurus and manage seasonal services (hammocks and trade) for a period of 50 years.
Permission handled directly Santana Cazorla who, at that time, was a member of Anﬁ with the heirs of
Björn Lyng. Norwegian entrepreneur's family, however, sold in September by 41.2 million to the IFA hotel
chain (which is the majority shareholder Lopesan) its 50% stake in Anﬁ Invest AS. The business group
also projects Tauro, which are provided several luxury resorts and marina, manages the complex Anﬁ
del Mar in Mogan, one of the European leaders in vacation timeshare.
These future business, at least those directly related to Tauro beach seem to be now in the air with the
ﬁle opened by Costas expiration. The reasons for revoking the permit are the same as those appealing
the prosecutor to sue, that is, the failure of the ministerial order establishing the legal framework with
the restrictive conditions of the concession.
Among the highlights requirements not satisﬁed the obligation to deliver the registration certiﬁcate of
the parcels Anﬁ should contribute to the State as part of the grant to improve the beach. That condition
had to be fulﬁlled before the commencement of work or during the signing of the minutes with the
beginning of the same, but the prosecution, based on reports, considers that Hernandez verbally
authorized the work without verifying compliance with this condition, despite the objections made by
the engineer of his department. Lopez-Sanvicente had warned him that the record lacked "basic
documents" for processing. Among the anomalies highlighted that the plans submitted by the
contractor do not match the approved project; there is an inhabited dwelling in the land of the
concession, and Anﬁ has not established the ownership of the land before the signing of the minutes
stakeout. The prosecution accuses Hernandez of silencing those failures and distorting the dates on
which drew up the minutes before the refusal of the engineer to certify the commencement of work.
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According to recent reports Costas, the company promised to provide a plot of 3,811 meters to extend
and improve the beach conditions, but today only have become sand 1,300 square meters, ie 36% of the
total surface. In addition, of those 1,300 meters, only 600 correspond to the estate contained in the
minutes of delivery, and the rest belongs to a plot that is not on the record as delivered.
In the rest of the plot is occupied dwellings, a facility dedicated to desalination of seawater and parts
that are still in their original state, while has been poured sand outside the boundaries of the concession
and this has been linked to the beach without interruption.
The Anﬁ Group terminated the works to place the sand before the summer, but the regeneration of the
beach is still not completed, hurdles that impede access of users and walls that have had to lift to avoid
the tides waterlogging the houses.
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